Community-acquired pneumonia in children.
The clinical findings and etiologic agents of childhood pneumonia vary, dependent upon the age of the child, with major differences seen in neonates, young infants 1 to 3 months of age, older infants or young children 3 months to 5 years of age, and older children or adolescents. Appropriate medical management and antibiotic therapy of children with pneumonia require consideration of these various age-dependent factors. Commonly the bacterial or viral etiologic agent causing community-acquired childhood pneumonia is not identified and thus antibiotic therapy is based on the probability of the most likely causative organisms. The choice of antibiotic for continuation of therapy is based on the clinical response to empiric therapy.